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PRESS RELEASE                                                                                                                   February 21, 2007

OPPORTUNITY CENTER RECEIVES AWARD FOR EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE TO VETERANS

     The Guernsey County Opportunity Center has been chosen as the recipient of the Employment Service Award of Ohio.

     Sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Employment Awards Program, the competition was designed to promote and publicize veteran’s employment, as well as recognize individuals, groups, employers and organizations that excel in employment assistance to veterans.     

     Honors for the winners were bestowed upon them during the Veterans Employer of the Year Luncheon at the I-X Conference Center in Cleveland this past November.

     The Opportunity Center, a division of the Guernsey County Department of Job and Family Services, was nominated for the award due to their creative ways of providing serves to veterans, and also the training benefits that are offered to the vets.

     One of the creative and innovative ways in which the Opportunity Center provides these services is by co-enrolling Veterans with Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds, as well as Workforce Investment Act (WIA) funds with Veterans Short-Term Training Program (VSTP) funds.

     Guernsey County is the only Jobs and Family Services office in the State of Ohio to use TANF funds to co-enroll veterans for training.

     Currently, there is one Veteran involved in the Veterans Short-Term Training Program, and two that are taking part in the Veterans Rapid Response (VR2) Program, which can provide funds for Veterans who meet local Workforce Investment Board (WIB) eligibility criteria as a Dislocated Worker.

     The Guernsey County Opportunity Center One-Stop system provides an integrated program of workforce services to employers and individuals seeking training or employment.

     There are also on-site representatives from the State Employment Services available at the facility three days a week, Monday through Wednesday, and a representative from the State Veterans Service Office available on Thursday and Friday each week.

     This state-of-the-art facility is located within the Willett-Pratt Training Center at 9900 Brick Church Road (State Route 660) in Cambridge.

     For more information about the Guernsey County Opportunity Center and the services it provides, call 432-9317 or visit their web site at www.guernseyworks.com.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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